
CAD Students  
Design City Plans 

The ROP CAD (Computer Aided 
Design) students in Mike Brug-
geman’s class at Chico High 
School are designing for real 
life.  The students use state of 
the art architectural software 
with three dimensional capa-
bilities to design and engineer 
buildings and mechanical parts 
requested by business part-
ners.  As part of a community 
service project, Wendy Solis 
and Jacob Winslow were as-
signed to work on a remodel 
design to transform a storage building at the Chico Police Station into 
a modern training and fitness center.  In October, 6 teams competed 
to design a skateboard rack for Chico High School.  The winning 
team’s design will be fabricated by the ROP Ag Equipment Fabrication 
class and installed on campus.  At the request of the City of Chico, 
students created several standardized garage and shed designs for 
public use.  The goal is to help residents reduce the cost and time 
involved in designing a structure that meets building codes.  The ap-
proved plans are available from Mike Bruggeman for a nominal fee 
that supports the ROP class.  Dylan Velasquez, who worked on those 
plans, is now working on a storage shed for a local apartment com-
plex.  The ROP CAD students are thrilled to see their designs come to 
life.  ROP is proud of how this class is meeting the “to provide high 
quality job training” piece of the ROP mission.   

ROP’s Designing Students 

2010 ROP Calendar of Events 
ROP Spring Staff Meeting:, May 19 

ROP Adult Graduation: May 25 
Silver Dollar Fair: May 27-31 

Teacher Checkout: May 27—June 17 

Captain Lori MacPhail, Sgt. Dan Fonseca and 
ROP students Wendy Solis and Jacob Winslow 

review plans at the Chico Police Station 

Regional Occupational Program 
Spring 2010 

 

ROP Fashion Design Students make  
Little Dresses for Africa 

Anita Homesley’s new ROP Fashion Design class 
at Chico High School involves students in many 
meaningful projects.  Before touching a sewing 
machine, students study the elements of design, 
famous fashion designers, cultural influences, 
fabrics and trends.  Once that’s done, students 
move on to garment construction.  With an em-
phasis on service learning, the students se-
lected a project making dresses that will be dis-
tributed by a charitable organization to little girls 
in Africa.  The students transformed donated 
fabric into one of a kind “designer” dresses.  In a 
second project, the students collaborated with a 
severely handicapped special education class.  
The Fashion students sewed contoured neck 
wraps and eye masks to be filled with corn 
husks and lavender.  The classes worked to-
gether to fill the neck and eye products and had 
a great time working side by side.  The products 
were delivered to “The Little Red Hen” (a store 
that specializes in 
helping special 
needs workers).  
The items proved 
“hot” and flew off 
the shelves.  The 
store asked for 
more!  Two stu-
dents competed 
in this year’s FHA 
HERO competition 
and both took 
home the gold.  
Lor Vang won in 
garment construc-
tion and Claudia Randall for her garment design 
project.  Look out fashion world, here they come! 

Gina Castro and Shyanne Hall with 
their “Little Dresses” 

Diversified Occupations Students’ Cultivation Designs 
Paul Olson’s Diversified Occupations class at Las Plumas High 
School has designed a system that’s grown over six-thousand trees 
in the last four years.  The trees are grown from seeds gathered by 
students and the seedlings are cultivated for a year in the class nurs-
ery.  After maintaining the trees for a year, students sell their crop to 
local habitat restoration agencies.  It all started with growing oak 
trees for River Partners to plant along the Bear, Feather and other 
rivers.  Now the class sells trees to private land owners, Western 
Shasta County Resource Conservation District and the California De-
partment of Water Resources.  Mr. Olson says that developing and 
running a native plant nursery has provided many opportunities for 
his students.  Opportunities include working with biologists and habi-
tat restoration specialists and studying units in biology and horticul-
tural practices.  Students calculate soil and space requirements, 
estimate seedling survival rates and use web based resources, jour-
nal articles and text books to research related topics.  The class also 
practices communication skills with a diverse group of professionals 
and agencies.  This project reinforces the development of teamwork 
skills, positive social interactions and setting priorities.  Over the 
years, the students have been given the opportunity to plant some 

of the trees themselves.  Last year they helped 
plant River Partners “Millionth Tree”.  Mr. Olson 
likes to point out that his students have the satis-
faction of planting the “forests of the future”.  

Butte County 



and equipment.  A week later, the 
club announced that they were going 
to donate $2,500 to the class for 
anything they wanted.  The class just 
happens to maintain a wish list, so 
making a shopping list was easy.  
They pulled out the wish list and as a 
group decided what to buy.  That list 
included a roaster oven, Kitchen Aid 
mixers, Cuisinart food processors, 
knives, rolling pins and other essen-
tial tools.  Ms. Hooper and her class 
are having great fun using their new 
equipment.  Thank you Soroptimists 
International of Bidwell Rancho! 

Cat Hooper’s ROP Chef Prep/
Restaurant Occupations students 
at Fair View High School went on a 
shopping spree courtesy of the 
Bidwell Rancho Soroptimist Interna-
tional club of Chico.  Last fall, Ms. 
Hooper wrote letters to various or-
ganizations requesting donations 
for Fair View’s Thanksgiving Festi-
val.  The Soroptimists responded by 
inviting Ms. Hooper to speak about 
her class at their meeting.  Ms. 
Hooper described the class and her 
goals for the students.  She was 
asked questions about the facility 

The ROP & Habitat for Humanity Partnership 

Jerry Joiner’s ROP Building 
Construction class at 
Pleasant Valley High 
School is lending Habitat 
for Humanity a hand and 
in return is learning many 
valuable skills.  Since the 
start of the school year, 
the students have been 
working on Habitat for 
Humanity’s new office and 
ReStore facility on Meyers 
Street in Chico.  ReStore 
sells donated used build-
ing materials and appli-
ances to the public.  After 
helping to organize the 

inventory, the students 
began work on the offices 
and bathrooms.  The stu-
dents have participated in 
framing, sheetrocking, 
placing molding, painting, 
wiring and tiling.  Student 
Naish Gerrie (Fair View 
High School) says that he 
loves the hands on activi-
ties, especially the tiling.  
Joiner expects the stu-
dents to start “their” 
house in the new Chico 
Habitat subdivision mid-
November.  “We are just 
waiting on the infrastruc-

ture and permits.”  Joiner 
is pleased that his stu-
dents will get experience 
in Green Construction as 
this is the first subdivi-
sion in Chico to build 
LEED Certified homes.  
Jacob Shippen (Pleasant 
Valley High School) says 
that he took the class 
because he is consider-
ing construction as a 
possible career.  The 
partnership between 
Habitat for Humanity and 
ROP will certainly do just 
that for Jacob and all the 
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Neal Bentley and Andre Williams grouting tile  
in a new Habitat for Humanity office 

orienteering course using a 
compass.  The students 
planned and organized the 
equipment, food and camp-
ing gear and picked chore 
assignments using a WIKI on 
the internet.  The ROP Envi-
ronmental Technology class 
is a capstone for the Para-
dise High School Green 
Academy.  In the class, stu-
dents learn to assess their 
environment in a variety of 
ways including  analyzing air, 
water and soil samples. Stu-
dents apply ecological and 
chemistry principles to stud-

ies of water conservation, 
pollution and hazardous 
waste management and 
gain hands-on experience 
though job shadowing and 
internships in environmen-
tally related occupations. 

Last September, Robert 
Kuintzle’s ROP Environmental 
Technology class at Paradise 
High School went to the Las-
sen Volcanic National Park to 
study the ecology and geology 
of the park.  The thirteen stu-
dents learned about Mt. Las-
sen’s’ volcanic geology and 
eruption history.  During the 
trip, the students also learned 
to identify ten constellations, 
hiked over four miles, visited 
a museum, monitored the 
weather, described five dis-
tinctive ecosystems, observed 
wildlife and completed an 

Environmental Technology Students Study Mount Lassen 

Soroptimists Send Chef Prep Students Shopping 

Evangeline, Theresa, Luis, Sierra and Tony  
with their new equipment 

Evangeline, Theresa, Luis, Sierra and Tony  
with their new equipment 



Karren’s Specialty Cakes & Confections 
 

Karren Montague-Wilde, a 1999 graduate 
of Pleasant Valley High School and Priscilla 
Burns’ ROP Culinary Arts II class, is now 
operating her own successful bakery near 
Portland Oregon.  After graduation, Karren 
moved to Portland to attend the Western 
Culinary Institute and work as a pastry chef 
in a country club.  Karren opened her bak-
ery in 2006 and specializes in custom 
cakes.  She decided to stay in Oregon be-
cause the “business licensing and taxation 
rules were advantageous to her business 

model.”  When asked what she liked about her ROP class she 
said “”Excellence was expected, nothing was “dumbed” 
down.””  The class “instilled confidence in job skills, encour-
aged competition and leadership and most of all FUN, FUN, 
FUN.”  “Coming out of high school with marketable skills 
gave me job opportunities that exceeded my peers.  I pro-
moted earlier and more rapidly.  I also came away with a 
pretty clear idea of what I wanted to do as a career . . . no 
surprises as sometimes happens when education and field 
experience do not coexist.”  Karren visited Priscilla’s class in 
March to demonstrate her amazing skills and inspire the fu-
ture bakers.  To see Karren’s amazing creations please visit 
her web site at karren@karrensspecialtycakes.com.   

Did you know that Butte County ROP . . . 
• Offered 53 high school classes this year? 
• Has 39 ROP courses articulated for college credit? 
• Offers classes on 9 high school campuses and at the ROP Center? 
• Collaborates with over 600 Butte County employers and agencies? 
• Provides work-based/internship activities in ⅔ of its classes? 

Where Are They Now? 

ROP Awards 

 Page 3 

Zack and the Skyscraper 
 

When you are Zack Stewart, you don’t need a bean stock to 
climb, because you’re building skyscrapers—in Chicago.  Zack 
got his start as a freshman in Mike Bruggeman’s Architecture 
class at Chico High School.  He took Architecture classes for 
four years including the ROP CAD class which gave him the 
opportunity for internships and work on real “client projects” 
that included a cabin and two houses.  Zack says that he origi-
nally planned to attend Cal Poly after graduation in 2006 but 
needed to earn some money first.  While working for Ellis Art 
and Engineering Reprographics, he was hired by Lerch Bates.  
Over two years he received promo-
tions and raises which resulted in 
an offer (and nice bonus) to relo-
cate to New York, Chicago or Den-
ver to work on international sky-
scraper structures.  The company 
sent him to visit all three cities and 
Chicago won.  He began work 
there this February.  When asked 
what advice he had for students 
he said “ROP provides you with the 
tools needed to succeed.  It is your 
responsibility to work hard and do just that.”  Well done Zack! 

“ROP provides you 
with the tools needed 
to succeed.  It is your 

responsibility to 
work hard and do 

just that.” 
 

Zack Stewart 

Anita Homesley recalls that when Alex Martinez asked to join 
her afterschool Retail Sales and Service class at Pleasant Val-
ley High School in the fall of 2004, it was only because he 

needed the credits to graduate.  
Alex was sporting a five inch 
spiked Mohawk so, Anita placed 
him in a national alternative mu-
sic/clothing store in the mall.  
Alex was very successful at Hot 
Topic and received many promo-
tions.  This winter he was trans-
ferred to the Redding Hot Topic 
and is the youngest (and only 
male) manager in his district.  He 
supervises nine employees and is 
looking to transfer to a higher 
volume store within six months.  

Alex’s goal is to become a district manager by the age of 25.  
When asked how his life would be different if he had not joined 
ROP, he laughed and said that “I’d probably still be living at 
home.”  Anita and his mom are very proud of Alex. 

Alex is a Hot Topic 

Alex Martinez  and Anita Homesley 
at Hot Topic 

Every spring, Butte County ROP honors teachers, stu-
dents and business partners nominated by ROP staff for 
their outstanding participation.  The honorees include: 

 
2009-2010 Outstanding ROP Teacher 

Priscilla Burns, Culinary Arts II - PVHS 
 

2009-2010 CAROCP Outstanding ROP Student 
Christian Hardin, CAD/Welding Fabrication - GHS 

(recipient of a $100 scholarship) 
 

2009-2010 Outstanding ROP Student 
Kalika Fulcher, Culinary Arts II - PVHS 

 

Wendy Solis, Computer Aided Design - CHS 
 

Peter Vang, Medical & Hospital Careers - LPHS 
 

Jacob Winslow, Computer Aided Design - CHS 
 

2009-2010 Outstanding ROP Business Partner 
Steve Nielson, Cando 

 

Captain Lori MacPhail, Chico Police Department 
 

Rob Rodney, Terry Waugh & Ruth Watson 
Taco Bell Corporation 

 

Thomas Welding 

mailto:karren@karrensspecialtycakes.com�


The Skills USA Region 4 competition was held Saturday, 
February 6, 2010 at the Universal Technical Institute in 
Sacramento.  ROP Welding Fabrication students took home 
gold and silver medals.  Gold and silver medalists have the 
opportunity to compete at the state competition. 
Las Plumas High School: Mike Morris. Advisor 
• Aaron Bowen, Gold Medal, Fabrication Team 
• James Lopez, Gold Medal, Fabrication Team 
• Taren Whitmire, Gold Medal, Fabrication Team 
• Kendall Cameron, Gold Medal, Combination Welding 
• Andrew Dennis, Gold Medal, TIG Welding 
• Justin Franklin, Gold Medal, Oxy Fuel Welding 
• Shane McGibbon, Gold Medal, MIG Welding 
• Michael Nye, Gold Medal, MIG Welding 
• Chad Pickering, Silver Medal, MIG Welding 
Pleasant Valley High School: Jerry Joiner, Advisor  
• Andrew Cessna, Gold Medal, Combination Welding 
• Sheldon Auer, Gold Medal, Welding, Shielded Metal Arc 
• Kyle Jennings, Gold Medal, Welding, Shielded Metal Arc 
• Jesse Roe, Gold Medal, Welding, Shielded Metal Arc 
• Cody Gubbels, Gold Medal, Welding, Gas Metal Arc 
• Brad Coupé*, Gold Medal, Welding, Gas Metal Arc 
 

*Special recognition goes out to Brad Coupe for winning gold at 
the state competition in San Diego in April. This qualifies him to 
compete at Nationals in Kansas City, KS in June. Way to go Brad! 
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ROP winners 

Skills USA Medalists FHA-Hero Medalists 

Tarin Whitmire Jerry Joiner & Brad Coupé 

On February 20, 2010 FHA-HERO held a regional Competi-
tive Recognition Event.  The competitors must follow a vast 
set of rules in order to successfully complete the project.  
Pleasant Valley High School: Priscilla Burns, Advisor 
• Tanner Hord, Silver Medal, Commercial Food Preparation 
• Joseph Franke, Gold Medal, Culinary Arts Display Patisserie 
• Soua Vang, Gold Medal, December Wedding Cakes 

Culinary Arts II Students Place 2nd in State 
In March, the Pleasant Valley High School ROP Culinary Arts 
II class was invited to compete against the toughest pro-
grams in the state at the Prostart Invitational.  Culinary in-
structor Priscilla Burns, took two teams to the competition 
in Sacramento.  The Gourmet Cooking team worked for 
weeks to develop the best menu, recipes, presentation and 
preparation times.  The team consisted of captain Tanner 
Hord, Ashley Buskirk, Kalika Fulcher and Joe Franke.  The 
Management team also spent weeks developing a restau-
rant concept, layout, design, staffing, ad campaign and 
menu and costing proposal with a PowerPoint presentation.  
That team was comprised of Devante Hester, Kalika Ful-
cher, Ashley Buskirk and Hillary Kerr.  The hard work paid 
off when the Management Team won Second Place and 
$2,000 each toward the CSU Pomona Hospitality Program. 
Congratulations Culinary students! 

 

Hillary Kerr, Ashley Buskirk, 
Devante Hester, Dick Boyd*, 

Kalika Fulcher 
 

*Dick Boyd is the CEO and 
owner of Boyd’s Coffee the 
primary underwriter for the 

California Prostart Invitational 

Butte County Regional Occupational Program 
2491 Carmichael Dr. Ste. 100 

Chico, CA 95928 
Phone (530) 879-7457 

Fax (530) 879-7458 

Visit us at www.bcoe.org/rop 
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